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MAKING IT BETTER: FOLK ARTS IN PENNSYLVANIA TODAY

Making It Better: Folk Arts in Pennsylvania Today opens for its limited engagement at (Insert Place) on (Insert Date). This vibrant interactive exhibition features objects, photographs, video, music, and interactive stations that allow visitors to experience these traditions with all their senses. Making It Better features learning opportunities for all ages and asks visitors to consider the question, “How do your artistic traditions make a difference?”  Visitors are also invited to attend one of the special workshops or concerts featuring artists who will demonstrate their art and talk about their own traditions. (Insert details)

 Making It Better: Folk Arts in Pennsylvania Today features over 30 master artists who work within and for their respective communities. The art, coming from every corner of the state, represents a wide array of traditions: from Sudanese dance to Slovenian accordion, from Aztec ritual flutes to Urban Graffiti; from blacksmithing born of the steel industry to Italian bobbin lace learned by girls as insurance against poverty; and from German Catholic sawdust carpets to Vietnamese funerary portraits. This exhibit demonstrates that although many traditional arts are rooted in century old practices, they are meeting the needs of those living in very modern times.

The featured artists come from many cultures and traditions. They all have different reasons for settling in Pennsylvania. Some were born and raised here. Some are refuges seeking asylum. Some are immigrants who came seeking jobs and opportunities.  Yet, all these artist have rich traditions that they love sharing with anyone who is willing to learn.

Yolanda Lorya, creates traditional Latuko bead dance costumes native to Southern Sudan. “In America everyone is so busy,” she states, “But we Latuko from the U.S. and Canada meet every year, and we dance.” She creates custom-made bustles, sashes, pendants, and headpieces for girls and women.

David Castano’s figures pay tribute to ordinary workers. The exhibit displays nine miners he carved to represent those who were trapped in the Que Creek coal mine in Somerset County in 2004. He is now often commissioned to create carvings of sons and daughters serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.
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The exhibit also features the work of POSE II, a graffiti artist. He sees graffiti as an important form of expression for those who otherwise feel they have no voice. “These artists have got something to say. They are not going to be repressed. It’s about freedom, it’s about total expression, it’s about beauty…While graffiti has always been viewed as taking away, I, as an artist, am a contributor. I enhance, beautify, and uplift.”

The exhibit can be seen between (Insert Time) at (Insert Place), from (Insert Dates).

High resolution photos, available upon request. 
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